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The Mansfield Public Schools Board of Education  

announced that it has selected Peter Dart as the 

next Mansfield Public Schools Superintendent.  Mr. 

Dart, who has served as Principal of Dorothy C. 

Goodwin Elementary School in Mansfield since 

2018, will succeed Kelly Lyman effective July 1, 

2022 upon her retirement. 

ñPeter has been a strong contributor to the adminis-

trative team here in Mansfield, offering deep experi-

ence in and contributing to growing our educators, 

one of our Core Beliefs,ò says Kathleen Ward, Chair 

of the Board of Education who led the committee. 

ñUnder his leadership, Goodwin earned School of 

Distinction status in 2020 for high growth and overall 

performance in ELA/Reading, and in 2021 U.S. 

News & World Report ranked Goodwin School 

twelfth out of 621 Connecticut elementary 

schools.  Our school community clearly responds to 

his leadership.ò 

Peter Dart previously 

served as Assistant 

Superintendent for Tal-

ent Management at 

Hartford Public 

Schools where he 

worked with district 

and school leaders to 

support 52 schools in 

developing talent, lead-

ership, professional 

learning, and equi-

ty.  He was promoted 

to this role after serv-

ing for four years as  

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards were estab-

lished in 1923 and are a prestigious, nationwide  

competition challenging middle and high school   

students to express their creative ideas.  Among the 

975 students in Connecticut who entered this year's 

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards contest, four   

Mansfield Middle School students earned state-level 

awards. 

Sophie Marcus, a grade 8 student, earned a Gold 

Key and was nominated for the American Voices 

Award for her poem, "Frozen."  As a Gold Key     

recipient, a top award in the competition, Sophie  

advances to the national competition.  

Alice Han, grade 7, earned two Silver Keys for her 

poems, "Her Story" and "Behind Closed Doors". 

Honorable mentions were awarded to two students. 

Ella Gan, grade 7, earned honorable mention recog-

nition in two different media, one for her art piece, 

"Education Should Not Be Manipulation" and her 

story, "The World Beyond." Grade 8 student Kalyani 

Tihaiya earned an honorable mention for her poem, 

"Parasailing". 
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We are still bursting with pride that Mansfieldôs own 

Kim King was named as Connecticutôs 2022 Teacher 

of the Year last fall.  The celebration at Southeast 

Schoolôs gymnasium was memorable, and included 

visits from Governor Lamont and Commissioner of 

Education Russell-Tucker.  Grade 3 and 4 students 

from Vinton and Southeast Schools performed spe-

cial music, and a video production highlighted art 

projects by Mrs. Kingôs students.  Surrounded by the 

circle of television reporters in her post-announce-

ment interview, Kim calmly answered questions 

about her passion for her work and her students. 

Kimôs ease in promoting the power of education 

proves she will make a strong advocate for her fellow 

teachers across our state this year.  

Since being named as Connecticut Teacher of the 

Year, Mrs. King has been featured by the Connecti-

cut Education Association in a social media cam-

paign, spoke at the Connecticut Association of 

Schools (CAS) Equity and Inclusion Conference in 

January and will be a keynote speaker for the North-

east Teaching for Artistic Behavior Association Con-

ference.  Fox61-TV in Hartford interviewed her for 

their CT Futures Campaign, and she has attended 

events at the Mark Twain House & Museum and the 

Mashantucket Pequot Museum with other state 

teachers.  The nationally broadcast Drew Barrymore 

Show also included Kim in a teacher appreciation 

episode. 

Within the past four years Mansfield teachers have 

progressed to finalist twice (Kim King and Riley 

Zawodniak) and to semi-finalist (Ashley Rancourt)  

in the Teacher of the Year consideration. This is a 

track record of which any community would be 

proud! 

U.S. News & World Report for years has published 

a list of the best schools in the country.  This year 

they also ranked elementary and middle schools, 

and Mansfield is very well represented. Of the 621 

elementary schools ranked in the state, Goodwin 

School was listed as number 12.   

Among Connecticut middle schools, Mansfield Mid-

dle School ranked 18 of 304 schools.  Rankings 

were made based on 2019 data including perfor-

mance on state-required tests, graduation, and how 

well students are prepared for high school.  It is   

notable that nearly all other schools with higher 

rankings are schools in wealthy, large suburbs. To 

see the lists visit www.usnews.com/education. 


